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Master of Science in Latin American Studies 
Extended Essay Titles 2016-2017 

 
BARTLETT, J. 

 Yes; No; No response: A study of abstention in Colombia’s 2016 peace plebiscite. 
 
COTTEY, R. 

 Explaining the Impeachment of Dilma Rousseff: A Function of ‘Suboptimal’ 
Coalition-building or Exogenous Factors?. 
 
CROCI DOWNES, G. 

 Insecurity and violence in Latin America: Case studies of Mexico and Venezuela. 
 
DUARTE SCKELL, J. 

 The Attainment of Women’s Civil and Political Rights in Paraguay.  
 
FELSEN, N. 

 Frontera Feminicide: Multisided Violence in Ciudad Juárez. 
 
JEFFERS, A. 
 Media challenges to the myth of the disappeared in Mexico: the case of El 
Horizonte, Nuevo León.  
 
JIMENEZ GUTIERREZ, J. 

 Y los veneros del petróleo el diablo; Mexico’s Oil Policy, Past, Present, and Future. 
 
MAISEL, O. 

 Gender Violence in Crisis Contexts: The Ganglands of Rio de Janeiro. 
 
PASSARINHO, N. 

 Abortion and Same-Sex Marriage in Brazil: The Judiciary’s Role in Liberalization. 
 
SANCHEZ TAMAYO, L. 

 Media representation of political discourse: A case study of Semana’s coverage of 
the Colombian peace referendum. 
 
SANTOS CEPERO, A. 

 A Government of Social Movements? The Case of the Movimiento al Socialismo 
(MAS) in Bolivia. 
 



SCHMITT, L. 

 Post hegemonic regionalism and UNASUR: A dualistic framework and 
assessment. 
 
SCHUCK, M. 

 Creative and Destructive Agency: The Rise and Fall of Corinthians Democracy. 
 
SHENK, J. 

 An Assessment of the Havana Accords as a New Colombian Drug Policy. 
 
TAIANA, F. 

 The Beijing-Buenos Aires connection: The Strategic Nature of Sino-Argentine 
relations 1972-2001. 
 
WIBAUT, O. 

 Explaining the Spaghetti Bowl: Why States sign Regional Trade Agreements. 
 
 

Master of Science in Latin American Studies 
Extended Essay Titles 2015-2016 

 
ABADIA, I. 
 Was President Santos’ free housing policy a long-term housing solution or was it 
a short-term political goal? 
 
ALEGRE, N. 
 The Origins of the Transnational Mining Boom in Peru: Exogenous and 
Endogenous Dynamics. 
 
BAUER, S.J. 
 Copper and the Dutch Disease: Did the Commodity Boom De-industrialise the 
Chilean Economy?  
 
BENSTEAD, S. 
 The role of China in Brazilian deindustrialisation 1996-2012: an assessment of 
contending hypotheses. 
 
CARTWRIGHT, J. 
 Lázaro Cárdenas and the Evolution of Cardenismo. 
 
DE LA PUENTE BURLANDO, L. 
 Participation without Governance and the Legitimisation of Extractive Economies 
in Peru and Bolivia. 
 
MARANDINO PINTO, M. 
 The Case for Transparency in Brazilian Small Arms and Light Weapons Exports. 
 



MONTES DE OCA MORENO, M. 
 The Implementation and the Challenges of the HRA to Heroin in Mexico. 
 
OGDEN, J. 
 Student activism and political change in Chile, 2011-2013. 
 
OGSTON, T. 
 Governing the First Cuban Republic: The Presidency of Tomás Estrada Palma, 
1902-1906. 
 
OTCENASEK, J. 
 Bringing 'The People' back into Peacebuilding: Lessons Learnt in Central 
America. 
 
SONG, Y. 
 New "Triangle" - Trilateral relationships of China, US and Mexico. An analysis of 
how China's recent economic slowdown will impact on Mexican trades in the new 
"Triangle" 
 
STALLONE, K. 
 Sexual Violence in the Colombian Armed Conflict: The Strategic Victim in War. 
 
 
 
 

Master of Science in Latin American Studies 
Extended Essay Titles 2014-2015 

 
BEVAN, J. 

The hermeneutics of violence against women in Mexico. 
 
COLEMAN, M. 
 Garra Y Diente’: National Myths of Indigeneity in Uruguayan Football. 
 
DO COUTTO POTTES DE MELLO, R. 
 Wealth & Work: Productivity Gains and Labour Dynamics after the Global 
Information Revolution. 
 
FLETCHER, O. 
 Discordant Harmonies of the País Tropical: The divergent path of Brazilian music 
in the face of the Military Dictatorship. 
 
GAMMELTOFT, I.  
 Informality reduction in Latin America: a comparative approach. 
 
GONZALEZ NEGRON, A. 
 State Capitalism of the 21st Century: An analysis of the effect of BNDES loans 
on economic growth and productivity. 



 
GONZALEZ ORMEROD, A. 
 Civil War: Conflict and discourse within Mexican civil society, 1968-1982. 
 
KOSEK, M. 
 Multicultural Policies (MCPs) in Brazil: A Dialectic of Nonwhite Inclusion and the 
Transformative Effects on the Nation-State. 
 
MATHESON, J. 
 Why is Canada spying on Brazil? 
 
MICHAUD, C. 
 Labour before Luxury: Examining ethical agricultural labour practices on Chilean 
vineyards. 
 
SCHLUNTZ, A. 
 How Latin American Countries Approach Emigrants 

 
 
 

Master of Science in Latin American Studies 
Extended Essay Titles 2013-2014 

 
ARAGON, J. 

Asessing the U.S. intervention in Guatemala in 1954. 
 
CHOHAN, J. 

Why did land reform fail in Colombia? A comparative study of laws 135 (1961) 
and 160 (1994). 
 
EVANS J. 

Education in Chile: In order to improve equality and international competitiveness 
in Chile from an educational perspective is ‘free universal education’ really a solution? 
 
FISCHER, D. 

How can we explain the use of a combination of political and economic assets in 
Brazilian foreign policy towards the ‘Global South’ during Lula’s presidency and what is 
its aim? 
 
HALL, S. 

Does educating women reduce inequality in Latin America? 
 
MAZZINI, M. 

From ‘K’ to ‘Anti-K’ – Kirchners’ welfare and labour policies and their impact  
on Argentina’s political polarization during Nestor and Cristina’s presidencies. 
 
MENDEZ HUERTA, H. 



The effects of electoral malpractices on Latin American party systems: an 
analysis of the Mexican case post 2000. 
 
RAFTERY, L. 

With what success and in which ways have civil society groups in Chile helped to 
achieve justice for the victims of human rights abuses committed under Augusto 
Pinochet’s military dictatorship? 
 
SCOTT,M. 

How did the "Custo Brasil" change under Lula's presidency? 
 
TANAKA GALDOS, A. 

What makes Japanese-Argentine identity distinctive from Japanese-Brazilian and 
Japanese-Peruvian identities? 
 
TOAL, S. 

The Leahy Law in Latin America: A Human Rights Priority? 
 
ZOTTI, E. 

The threat of the resource curse on Brazil as an emerging global power. 
 
 
 

Master of Science in Latin American Studies 
Extended Essay Titles 2012-2013 

 
CANO, A. 

Export-Led Growth and Water Management" How has this economic model 
affected or shaped institutions and legislation related to water management in Peru? 
 
ESPINOSA, J.A. 

Are Mexican state governments six-year pork barrels? 
 
GIL, J.S. 

Church, State, And Women: Marriage In Colombia In The Nineteenth Century. 
 
HAMILL-McMAHON, R.J. 

Followers and leaders in the Mexican Revolution, 1910-1917: Caudillo-lead 
Masses, Mass-led Caudillos or Mutual Irrelevance? 
 
KING, A. 

With reference to the 'Auditoria General' in Chile and one similar program in 
another Latin American country, to what extent have ant-corruption efforts been 
successful on the continent? 
 
LEE, S.H. 

Economic convergence in Latin America. 
 



MAGER, F. 
The New Middle Class in Brazil and the Costs of a Degree: Consumption by 

Rational Choice? 
 
MURPHY, L.V.R. 

Corporate Social Responsibility in Latin America: A Case Study of BP’s Conduct 
in Colombia. 
 
PLOWDEN, M.J. 

Tentative steps back into the fold: Cuba’s opening up to economic liberalisation. 
 
RAVILLARD, P. 

The rule of law or the rules of the game? Which one of these two was dominant 
during the implementation of neoliberal economic reforms in Chile and Argentina? A 
comparative approach. 
 
ROBINSON ANDRADE, N. 

Why has Ecuador rejected a Free Trade Agreement with the United States? 
 
 
 
SCARDONE, D.C. 

From regional development to sub- imperialism: Brazilian capital, diplomacy and 
the integration of South America following the 2007 financial crisis. 
 
STEF, A.M. 

An Overview of the Mayan Cult of the Speaking Cross within the Context of 
Popular Religiosity in 19th Century Yucatán. 
 
TODESCHINI, M. 

The middle class and the consolidation of democracy in Brazil. 
 
ZELEWSKI, R. 

Why did Chavez put the economic diplomacy on a pedestal? 
 
DOS SANTOS DE OLIVEIRA E SOUZA DORENBURG, J. 

The Impact of Populism on Venezuelan Democracy – A (Critical) Reflection. 
 
 

 
Master of Science in Latin American Studies 

Extended Essay Titles 2011-2012 
 
CHANGUY, M. 

Environmental Movements and Multi-level Activism 
 
DANCEY, R. 



To what extent can the press make a positive contribution to accountability in 
Latin American democracies? 
 
GARNHAM, R. 

The Limits of Hegemonic Power: The United States and the 1964 Chilean 
Presidential Election 
 
GAYLE, C. 

The Missing Link Evidence-Based Policy, Conditional Cash Transfers, and 
Indigenous Peoples in Mexico 
 
JACHOWICZ, K. 

The opposition to Hugo Chávez in Venezuela since 1998: Successes, failures 
and prospects 
 
MILNER, D. 

Spain will lose Cuba…That seems to me to be certain.’ A Study of US-Cuban 
Relations Until 1898. 
 
MOORHOUSE C. 

The Impact of the Development of the Export Economy on Indian Integration into 
the Guatemalan State: The Coffee and Banana Sectors 



MOSER, A. 
Compliance with the Inter-American Court of Human Rights’ Verdicts on Amnesty 

Laws for Human Rights Violations: The Cases of Peru, Uruguay and Brazil 
 
O’CONNELL A. 

Singing to the Orixás: The black cultural renaissance and the struggle for racial 
equality in Salvador da Bahia 
 
POWELL, H. 

Why did the women’s movement in Brazil in the 1970s become less defined by 
its relationship to the political Left? 
 
ROHDE, N. 

Social Environmental Movements in Northern Peru: Contention for Water in the 
Context of Mining Operations 
 
SERRES, C. 

Dynamic Structures, Costly Regimes and Key Agents: Explaining the Shift in 
Guatemala’s Drugs Foreign Policy Discourse 
 
UHL, A. 

From Fairytale to Nightmare: Why Argentina Took so Long to Devalue and End 
Convertibility 
 
 
 

Master of Science in Latin American Studies 
Extended Essay Titles 2010-2011 

 
ARGHIRIS, N. 

Antecedents to the 1912 electoral reform in Argentina 
 
ARGUELLO, A. 

La cuarta urna es una cortina de humo: The Honduran Constitutional Crisis and 
Presidential Instability in Latin America During the 21st Century. 
 
BEARD, T. 

Towards an Understanding of Women's Empowerment: Evidence from Brazil. 
 
ETHERIDGE E. 

Regional Integration And Power In Latin America: The Case Of Alba 
 
FOGGETT, A. 

Racial Self-identification and Affirmative Action in Brazil 
 
KELLER, M. 

With Friends Like These…: Is Mercosur Still Necessary for Brazil to Achieve Its 
Foreign Policy Ambitions? 



KOCABAS, O. 
Failure Of Democratic Police Reform In Post-Authoritarian Brazil 

 
KRAKAU, P. 

The EU and regional integration initiatives in Latin America. 
 
LE GOFF, PL 

Los Cartoneros of Buenos Aires: Waste Scavenging and the Appropriation of 
Space in the Neoliberal City. 
 
MUELLER, J. 

How effective were CCTs in Brazil and Mexico in improving educational 
outcomes? An introduction to Bolsa Família and Oportunidades and their comparative 
effectiveness on educational outcomes. 
 
PARTRIDGE, L. 

Evo Morales: The Role of Discourse in the Rise of Inclusive Indigenous Politics in 
Contemporary Bolivia. 
 
PLATTS-MILLS, J. 

A new project or old policies made popular, to what extent are Lula’s 
socioeconomic policies a rupture from the neoliberalism of FHC? 
 
RAYNOR, C. 

The Church and the Military in Argentina: A Study of El Movimiento de 
Sacerdotes para el Tercer Mundo 
 
REYNOLDS, J. 

Do the policies pursued by centre-left governments in Latin America represent a 
new development model for the region? 
 
RODRIGUEZ, S. 

A New Foreign Policy in the Dominican Republic: An Analysis of U.S. – 
Dominican Relations. 
 
SANGUEZA, E. 

Tunnel Visions: Photographing Development in Peru, 1860-1890. 
 
STUCKEY, D. 

The Role of the United States in Colombian-Venezuelan Relations during the 
Uribe Presidencies. 
 
VELARDE, MD 

Order and Opposition in Early Republican Chile. 
 
 
 
 



Master of Science in Latin American Studies 
Extended Essay Titles 2009-2010 

 
AGOSTINIS, G. 
 Brazil’s Regional Strategy under the Lula Presidency: From Consensual 
Hegemony to Defensive Positionalism 
 
AYALA, L. 

The Makings of a Paradox: Economic Growth in Costa Rica and El Salvador 
(1870-1930) 
 
BODIMEADE, C. 
 Expanding Brazil’s Ethanol Exports –From Revolution to Disillusion 
 
BRANSDEN, P 

The Effect of Economic Crises in Mexico: Comparing the Great Depression and 
the Subprime Crisis 
 
DA SILVA, R. 
 Values, Knowledge and Activism in the Brazilian Amazon: From the Boomerang 
to the Archimedean Lever 
 
DEAN AMISTEAD, L. 
 Legacies of Sexual and Reproductive Violence: The Peruvian Truth Commission 
and its Efforts to Reduce On-Going Victimisation of Women 
 
HANDRAHAN, E. 
 Steamship Navigation in Peru during the Amazon Rubber Boom: c.1870-1920 
 
HAYES, B. 
 Democracy and Violence in Colombia during the Barco Administration, 1986 -
1990 
 
HIBBERT-KEENE, E. 
 Gender, Pentecostalism and ‘Positive Patriarchy’ in Latin America 
 
HOFER, V.  

Agriculture and Trade in Central America: The Impact of CAFTA-DR 
 
LANNING, D. 

Has the Current FSLN Administration Eliminated all the Progress Made on 
Women’s Rights by the Revolutionary Government of the 1980s? 
 
LATHAM, N. 
 The Most Dangerous Journey: The Central American Migrant’s Experience in 
Mexico 
 



MILLER, MC 
 The Nature of Patrimonialism in Colonial Brazil and Mexico  
 
SAWERS, R. 
 Refining Agricultural Cooperation: The MST’s Struggle to find its Strategy of 
Agrarian Reform 
 
SEOANE BYRNE, G. 

On the causes of the War of the Pacific: The Role of the House of Gibbs 
Revisited 
 
SILVA, R. 
 Democracy and the Shortfalls of Private Media in Argentina: A Case Study of 
Grupo Clarín’s Reporting on Cristina Kirchner’s Agricultural Law 
 
TARWATER, D. 

The United States and Venezuela During the Chávez Presidency: 1999-2009 
 
 
 
 

Master of Science in Latin American Studies 
Extended Essay Titles 2008-2009 

 
 
BECKER, E. 
 “Women's Peace and Justice Movements in Latin America: Reengendering the 
Political Process Model” 
 
BROWN, C. 
 “The Nation and National Identity in Paraguayan School Textbooks" 
 
CHARNOCK, A.  
 'Challenges for Development in Mexico post-NAFTA' 
 
GREEN, G. 
 "Chavismo and Party Politics" 
 
HERNÁNDEZ INGELMO, V. 

“The Decentralisation Process in Bolivia and Spain: A Comparative Study of 
Asymmetric Regionalism” 
 
HOLTZMAN, M.  
 "The Shifting Course of Transnational Organized Crime in Latin America Post-
9/11" 
 
HOYTE-WEST, A.  
 'Spanish Influence on Trinidadian Culture and Society' 



 
JACKSON, W.  
 “How Did the Paraguayan Colorado Party Survive? Democratisation in a 
Hegemonic Party System." 
 
LEESER, M.  
 "Financial Crises in Latin America since the 1990s: Causes and Policy 
Implications" 
 
LLOREDA, A.  
 “Notions of the Opposition in the Colombian Regeneración: 1885-1900". 
 
LOSTAUNAU, D 
“'El Que no tiene de Inga tiene de Mandinga': The Struggle of Indigenous Cultural 
Assimilation vs. Cultural Integration in Peru.” 
 
MERCHANT GARCÍA, D.  

“Horizontal Inequalities: A Multidimensional Analysis of Mexico’s Indigenous and 
Non-Indigenous Peoples” 
 
NORELID, V.  

"The Time for Truth?  A Case Study of Colombia’s Memoria Histórica" 
 
RENUNCIO MATEOS, I.  

"Postmodernist Urban and Rural Social Movements in Late Twentieth-Century 
Mexico: 
Superbarrio Gómez and the Zapatista Movement in Comparative Perspective" 
 
REYNAUD BARRIOS, VE 

‘Democratising Mexican Foreign Policy: The Changing Role of the Senate in the 
Making of Foreign Policy’ 
 
RIECK, C.  

"The 'Bolivarian Factor' in Latin American Regionalism - Changes in Mercosur’s 
Political Rhetoric and Integration Action Since Chávez’s Ascent to Power in 1999" 
 
SYLVAIN, A.   

"Gender and Development Tools in Mexico: Conditional Cash Transfers and 
Microcredit” 
 
UPFOLD, T.  

“Extending the ‘Imagined Community’ –The Promotion of Antártica Chilena” 
 

VIG, R.   
“Crime, Homicide and the Youth in El Salvador, 1992-2008” 

 
 
 



 
Master of Science in Latin American Studies 

Extended Essay Titles 2007-2008 
 

 
BASSETT, T. 

Latin America's Development Divides:  the mechanics of socioeconomic 
exclusion 
 
COLEMAN, R. 

"Free Trade Agreements and Intellectual Property: An economic analysis of the 
new patent mandates in the United States-Dominican Republic-Central American 
Free Trade Agreement (DR-CAFTA)" 
 
DAVILA, J. 

"Tlatelolco 1968: The Intellectual Response and its Effect on National Politics". 
 
DUCROQUET LAVIN, M. 

"What happened to the MNC in Mexico? A cross-sectoral study of the effects of 
 globalisation on the corporation." 
 
EMILIANI, S. 

"The political economy of agrarian reform in present day Brazil" 
 
GILCHRIST, P.J. 

Themes in Comparative Emancipation: Brazil and Cuba" 
 
GLADSTONE, R.   

‘The ‘Resource Curse’ and Natural Resource Funds in Chile and Venezuela.’  
 
JONES, N. 

"Solidaridad, Progresa and Oportunidades. A comparison of anti-poverty 
programmes in Mexico" 
 
KALLENBERGER, D. 

'The Policy Making Process in Mexico - The Role of the Consejo Técnico 
Consultivo'. 
 
MAC GIOLLABHUI, N. 

'The effects of decentralization on the Mexican party system at municipal level'. 
 
MACKENZIE-GRIEVE, B. 

'Financing Development with Worker's Remittances: The Guatemalan Case from 
1990-2007.' 
 
NUÑO, A. 

"Building a National State without Taxation: Political Consequences of the Fiscal 
Evolution in Mexico after the Armed Revolution" 



 
PREISKEL, D. 

To what extent did the Guatemalan Coup in 1954 influence the paramilitary 
assault on the Bay of Pigs? 
 
 
 

 
Master of Science in Latin American Studies 

Extended Essay Titles 2006-2007 
 
 
BLANCO, A.  

"U.S. - Argentine relations 1976-1983" 
 
ESPIRU-GUERRA, A.  

“Public Security in the Mexican-Guatemalan Border”. 
 
FEARN, S.  

Constraining the Executive? “Delegative democracy” in Peru and Argentina 1995 
– 2005. 
 
FIRNKORN, J.  

"Sustainable pro-poor growth strategies in Brazil since 2002". 
 
FULLANA, E.  

“Was it the PRI's neoliberal policies which opened the door for the Mexican 
opposition?” 
 
HUANG, D.  

"The Economic Consequences of Social Conflict: Explaining Differences in 
Mexican and Taiwanese Economic Performance, 1973-1983". 
 
ILLERA CORREAL, O.  

"Politics and the military: civil-military relations and  
conspiracy in Colombia and Venezuela compared, 1958-2005" 
 
 
KAMIMURA, S.  

"An Examination of the social and political impact made by Japanese immigrants 
in Brazil and Peru from the late 19th Century to post World War II". 
 
PACHON, R.  

"Plan Colombia and democratic Governability in Colombia, 1998-2002". 
 
SILVA CASTAÑEDA, L.  

"Local civil resistance groups and transnational human rights networks: a 
Colombian case". 


